
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 21 June 2011] 

 p4417c-4418a 
Hon Alison Xamon; Hon Helen Morton 

 [1] 

MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 

429. Hon ALISON XAMON to the Minister for Mental Health: 

I refer to the establishment of the Mental Health Advisory Council. 

(1) National mental health standard 3 states that consumers should be involved in the development, 
planning and delivery of services. Will the minister please explain why no consumer representative was 
appointed to the Mental Health Advisory Council? 

(2) In the absence of a consumer representative on the Mental Health Advisory Council, how is it 
envisaged that the Mental Health Advisory Council will interact with the proposed consumers’ 
association? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

I am absolutely thrilled with the make-up of the new Mental Health Advisory Council. It has a very important 
role to provide strategic advice to the Mental Health Commission about a range of issues that do not normally 
come to the commissioner’s attention through, perhaps, the public sector or through normal clinical work. It is 
made up of a whole range of people who have a fantastic opportunity to provide the commissioner with 
additional information. 

I want to allay the member’s concerns because they are not correct. 

(1) Members of the Mental Health Advisory Council do not represent particular organisations or individual 
professions. They have been chosen as individuals and all have multiple reasons for being chosen, 
including expertise outside the normal public or clinical services, where they live, a family association 
with a mental illness, and some who have lived experiences of mental illness. In their applications, four 
members identify as carers of people with quite severe mental illnesses and two indicated that they 
themselves have a lived experience of mental illness. 

I am aware that some mental health consumers in the state are concerned that they do not know or are 
unable to identify those people who they would like to see being mental health consumer 
representatives. Having gone through the work of selecting the people to make up this council, we were 
thrilled to have put on the committee people who have had quite serious mental illnesses and who have 
an amazing breadth of experience in other roles that they have performed both in the community and as 
professionals. The people appointed chose the level of information about their experiences to put on the 
website. One of them was quite happy to include that they have a mental illness, but the others have not 
done that. I do not have a problem with that because I do not want to appoint people to this council just 
because they have a mental illness. I would rather demonstrate that people with a mental illness are also 
able to hold very significant roles and have great capabilities across a range of professional and 
community roles, which is what these people have. 

(2) Not applicable. 
 


